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GEOGRAPHY 314:  
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE AND THE HUMAN RESPONSE  

DEP AR TM ENT OF GE OGR AP HY, UN IVER S ITY OF V IC T OR IA  
Cours e outl i ne -  Fall 2014 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
Dr . Shannon Far ge y 
Offi ce: DT B Rm B308  
Email: far ge y @.uvic.ca  
Tel: 250- 721-7342 
 
Office hours: Monda y & Thu rsda y 11:00 am to 12:00 pm  
  Wednes da y 2:00 to 4:00 pm  
  or by appoi nt m ent  
 
Lecture Information:  
Ti m e: Tues – 6:30- 9:20 pm  
Loc at i on: DTB A110  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Thi s cours e fo cus es on th e causes o f global envi ro nm ent al chan ge, th e pres ent and 
ex pect ed impact s on natu ral and soci al s yst em s, an d respons e strat e gi es that have be en 
propos ed or en act ed. Top i cs incl ude glob al envi ro nm ent al chan ge; sust ai na bl e 
devel opm ent ; biodi vers i t y; and popul at i on impov eri s hm ent and envi ronm e nt al 
degra dat i on.  

COURSE OBJECTIVE 
Thi s cours e has b een desi gned with the idea in mind that it will be import ant, regardl es s 
where you live in the wo rl d, that you unde rs t and t he ecol o gi c al, soci al, cult ural and 
econom i c ch an ges that will surround you in the co mi ng dec ades.  

TOPICS TO BE STUDIED 
• Gl obal E nvi ronm ent al C hange B asi cs  
• Im pa ct s (Natu ral and Ant hropogeni c)  
• M i t i gat i on and A dapt at i o n strat e gi es  (Loc al, Nati o nal, Global ) 
• R es ources D evel opm ent and E nvi ronm ent al S ecur i t y  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK  
P i t t ock  A.B . (2009). Climat e Change: the scien ce, impact s and solut i ons.  
(avail abl e at the Univers i t y Bo oks t ore)  
 
A list of suppl em ent al re adi ng and tex t s will be post ed on the cours e p a ge.  
 
COMMUNICATION:   
CourseS paces le arni n g mana gem ent s yst em s (LM S) will serve as the main  avenue of 
comm uni cat i on in this cours e. Pleas e moni t or the page on a regul ar b asi s for cours e 
announcem ent s, readi n gs assi gnm ent s  and le ct ure handout s.  
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http://coursespaces.uvic.ca 
 
If you ar e havi n g diffi cul t y lo ggi ng in or password probl em s, cont act the C omput er Help 
Desk Emai l: helpdes k@u vi c.ca, Tel: 250- 721-7687 
 
Topic handout s based on lect ure pr esent at i ons wil l be provi ded. The y will be post ed b y 7 
PM the eveni ng b efor e the nex t  lect ure on the cou r s e pa ge. Th e y will be re moved withi n 
7 days of the  post i ng d ate. Student s are respons i bl e for downl oadi n g/savi n g, and 
compl et i ng  notes pa cka ges. If you miss an y mater i al, make ar ran gem ent s t o get notes 
from a fell ow student, no t from  th e  inst ruct or!    
 
EVALUATION CRITIERIA 
As s i gnm ent s ( 3) = 25%  
Term Paper = 20% 
Midterm Ex am =20 % 
Final Ex am  = 35%  
 
Exam format will incl ude a combi nat i on of short and long- answe r and mu lt i pl e -choi ce 
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student s in the future. Th e surve y is ac ces s ed via M yP a ge and can be done on your 
lapt op, tabl e, or mobi l e devi ce. I will remi nd you and provi de you with more detai l ed 
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